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[Billing Code 3290-F9]

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Docket No. USTR-2019-0003

Notice of Hearing and Request for Public Comments: Enforcement of U.S. WTO

Rights in Large Civil Aircraft Dispute

AGENCY: Office of the United States Trade Representative.

ACTION: Notice of hearing, and request for comments.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Trade Representative is considering the additional list of

products in the Annex to this notice, for inclusion on a final list of products to be subject

to increased duties in connection with the enforcement of U.S. rights in the World Trade

Organization (WTO) dispute against the European Union (EU) and certain EU member

States addressed to EU subsidies on large civil aircraft. The interagency Section 301

Committee is seeking public comments and will hold a public hearing in connection with

the possible imposition of increased duties on the products in the Annex to this notice.

DATES: To be assured of consideration, the following schedule applies:

July 24, 2019: Due date for submission of requests to appear at the public hearing and

summary of testimony.

August 5, 2019: Due date for submission of written comments.

August 5, 2019: The Section 301 Committee will convene a public hearing in the Main

Hearing Room of the U.S. International Trade Commission, 500 E Street SW,

Washington DC 20436 beginning at 9:30 a.m.

August 12, 2019: Due date for submission of post-hearing rebuttal comments.

ADDRESSES: You should submit written comments through the Federal eRulemaking
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Portal: http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the instructions for submitting comments in

sections D and E below. The docket number is USTR-2019-0003. For issues with on-line

submissions, please contact the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR)

Section 301 line at (202) 395-5725.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For questions about this investigation

including the proposed tariff actions, contact Megan Grimball, Assistant General

Counsel, at (202) 395-5725. For questions on customs classification of products

identified in the Annex to this notice, contact Traderemedy@cbp.dhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

A. Proceedings in the Investigation

In a notice published on April 12, 2019 (84 FR 15028), the U.S. Trade

Representative announced the initiation of an investigation to enforce U.S. rights in the

WTO dispute against the EU and certain EU member States addressed to EU subsidies on

large civil aircraft. The April 12 notice, among other things, sought public comment on a

preliminary list of EU products (the April 12 list) to be considered for inclusion on a final

list of products that would be subject to additional ad valorem duties of up to 100 percent.

As announced in the April 12 notice, the Section 301 Committee held a public hearing on

May 15 16, 2019, and received testimony from over 40 individuals. Interested persons

filed over 600 written submissions, including post-hearing comments.

A number of public comments submitted in response to the April 12 notice

requested that the U.S. Trade Representative consider additional products that were not

included in the April 12 list for possible inclusion on the final list of products to be

subject to additional duties.
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B. Consideration of Additional Products

The U.S. Trade Representative has decided to consider an additional list of

products set out in the Annex to this notice, which may be included on a final list of

products subject to additional ad valorem duties of up to 100 percent. The additional list

takes into account public comments requesting the consideration of additional products

not included on the April 12 list.

The additional list in the Annex to this notice contains 89 tariff subheadings.

These subheadings are valued at approximately $4 billion in terms of the estimated

import trade value for calendar year 2018. If the U.S. Trade Representative determines to

take action in this investigation, a final list of products to be subject to additional duties

may be drawn from both this and the April 12 lists. As stated in the April 12 notice, the

final list will take into account the report of the WTO Arbitrator on the appropriate level

of countermeasures to be authorized by the WTO.

C. Request for Public Comments

USTR invites comments from interested persons with respect to the possible

inclusion of products from the additional list in the Annex to this notice on the final list

of products subject to additional duties. In particular, USTR invites comments with

respect to:

the specific products in the additional list to be subject to increased duties;

the level of the increase, if any, in the rate of duty; and

whether increased duties on particular products on the additional list might have an

adverse effect upon U.S. stakeholders, including small businesses and consumers.

D. Hearing Participation
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The Section 301 Committee will convene a public hearing in the Main Hearing

Room of the U.S. International Trade Commission, 500 E Street SW, Washington DC

20436 beginning at 9:30 a.m. on August 5, 2019. You must submit requests to appear at

the hearing by July 24, 2019. The request to appear should include a written version of

the testimony you expect to give. Remarks at the hearing may be no longer than five

minutes to allow time for questions from the Section 301 Committee.

All submissions must be in English and sent electronically via

www.regulations.gov. To submit a request to appear at the hearing via

www.regulations.gov, enter docket number USTR-2019-0003. I

field, include the name, address, email address, and telephone number of the person

presenting the testimony. Attach testimony, and a pre-hearing submission if provided, by

us USTR strongly prefers submissions in Adobe Acrobat

(.pdf). The file name should include the name of the person who will be presenting the

testimony. In addition, please submit a request to appear by email to

301aircraft@ustr.eop.gov. In the subject line of the email, please include the name of the

person who will be presenting the testimony, f . Please

also include the name, address, email address, and telephone number of the person who

will be presenting testimony in the body of the email message.

E. Procedures for Written Submissions

All submissions must be in English and sent electronically via

www.regulations.gov. To submit comments via www.regulations.gov, enter docket

number USTR-2019-0003 The site will provide a

search results page listing all documents associated with this docket. Find a reference to
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this notice a For further information on

using the www.regulations.gov website, please consult the resources provided on the

www.regulations.gov home page. We will not accept hand-delivered submissions.

The www.regulations.gov website allows users to submit comments by filling in a

USTR

prefers that you submit comments in an attached document. If you attach a document, it

ee at pe c USTR strongly prefers

submissions in Adobe Acrobat (.pdf). If you use an application other than Adobe Acrobat

or Word (.doc), please indicate the name o

File names should reflect the name of the person or entity submitting the

comments. Please do not attach separate cover letters to electronic submissions; rather,

include any information that might appear in a cover letter in the comments themselves.

Similarly, to the extent possible, please include any exhibits, annexes, or other

attachments in the same file as the comment itself, rather than submitting them as

separate files.

For any comments submitted electronically containing business confidential

information, the file name of the business confidential version should begin with the

Any page containing business confidential information must be clearly

of that page and the submission

should clearly indicate, via brackets, highlighting, or other means, the specific

information that is business confidential. If you request business confidential treatment,

you must certify in writing that disclosure of the information would endanger trade
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secrets or profitability, and that the information would not customarily be released to the

public. Filers of submissions containing business confidential information also must

submit a public version of their comments. The file name of the public version should

person or entity submitting the comments or rebuttal comments. If these procedures are

not sufficient to protect business confidential information or otherwise protect business

interests, please contact the USTR Section 301 line at (202) 395-5725 to discuss whether

alternative arrangements are possible.

USTR will post submissions in the docket for public inspection, except business

confidential information. You can view submissions on the https://www.regulations.gov

website by entering docket number USTR-2019-0003 in the search field on the home

page.

Joseph Barloon
General Counsel
Office of the U.S. Trade Representative.
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